Infront of an audience of nuns and other young children, alittle ange\ strugg\es to curl her tiny
fingers to signify a frut. It s late December 1974 and, unknown to everyone i the room, the
childis poﬁormmg one of the last Apsara dances before the Khmer Rougc came to power

The p%otograph may seem ke on\y a smapsﬁot in time, but behind the sm\\mg faces and
intense stare of a young Apsara pup\\ ies a story that touches upon a theme that all of us
should consider around this Ho\\day 5€ason

In the 19705, wel-ntentioned parents did anything they could to send their young children
OVerseas in hopes of a better lfe. but, in the end tﬁey un%owmg\y asswgned them to a lfe
that none of them could pred\d The children were most\y from elite families, even thoug% the
program was meant for the rural poor, and they were some of the last children to leave
Phnom Penh before its fall in 1975. The children were loved and cared for by Western families
and they were given opportunities, freedoms, and luxuries many children today could om\y
dream of But they also qrew up {ee\mg dfferent and their lfe seemed artficial they dd not

seem to fit as ther parents had \magmed

Tﬁey were too young o rernember their Cambodian roots yet they did not feel ﬂg%t in their
new home Rather than {U\H\mg their pa(emtsv wishes to prosper and c%amge the world, they
were haunted by the bummg desire tofind the world that tﬁey eft behind Many years ater,

some of them returned om\y fo sad\y find that their parents were kiled and their identities were

Jost. Even today, there are children who do not even know f their parents are still alive

The good intentions of parents to give ther young child a chance at a better [fe are often
{raug%t with uncertainty and risk Indeed near\y {orty—two years ater, in a small town in
Connecticut, USA, parents sent ther young ﬂrst—graders off to school, unknowmg that their
good—mommg hug and daﬂy good—bye would be the last opportunity to see them alive

This message comes not as a sober note to think of the worlds dangors, nor should one lose
faith in mankind's nature. We should look instead to the hearts of young children Without worry
or sadness, a childs outlook on the world reminds us that while the world is still colored by il
and damger, there is still Hope that mankind can be better

In 2013, the Documentation Center o{ Cambod\a wants to remmd dH to {eﬂed on tﬁe Innocent
wonder behind these young eyes \mdeed‘ inthe eyes of our children hope is not dead. As we bid
farewel to one year and wonder on the unpred\dab\e future, be mindful that the spirit of hope

continues to \\ve
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