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Early Morning Session:
The objective for the morning session was familiarizing the teachers about Duch and Tuol Sleng (S-21).  The staff did so by sharing photographs of Duch at the current trial as well as more historic photos of S-21.  They followed the introduction by showing a video about Duch and S-21 that focused on the history behind S-21 including the story of a survivor as well as a guard.  The video was called, Behind the Walls: Oral Histories of S-21.  For the pictographic and video presentation the whole group of 100 teachers was present.
Following the video presentation, Mr. Dara has a discussion with the large group the relative truths behind the speeches of both the victim and the prison guard.  This is a complex discussion because while the prison guard was involved in committing atrocities, if he had not done so, he would have also become a victim of the S-21 system for not following the direction of Angkar.  The purpose of having such a discussion is to demonstrate a way of discussing difficult questions when the teachers go back to their classrooms and need to engage their students in similarly ambiguous questions of what is right or wrong in a moment of extreme pressure.  Particularly, when there are two sources of information that disagree, the teachers need to learn to help their students to find ways of determining which accounts are the most believable or accurate.
The teachers involved in the discussion had many questions about why a guard would willingly admit to committing murder at the order of a superior, but at the same time guards, including the one in the video will not admit to actually have committed torture during their time working at S-21.  Mr. Dara says that according to the research of DC-Cam everyone employed in S-21 was only allowed to do one type of work.  So a person like the guard from S-21 wouldn’t have been allowed to participate in torture activities because that would not have been allowed within his work duties.

Mid-Morning Session
Following the video, the large group split into two smaller rooms of fifty teachers, the National teachers intended to cover Chapter’s Nine and Ten during the remaining portion of the morning session.  Chapter Nine is about Tuol Sleng Prison (S-21) and Chapter Ten is about foreign relations during the Democratic Kampuchea period.  He began by talking about the why the prison was called S-21, where it was located, and the very small number of persons that survived their time as prisoners in S-21.  The survivors of  S-21, were primarily kept alive because they had a skill that Duch or another member of the leaders of the Communist Party of Kampuchea wanted to exploit.  The National teacher then went on to explain what types of persons became prisoners in S-21.  He also pointed out that due rightly or wrongly to the paranoia of the Central Leadership, many of the persons who were later sent to S-21 were high party members that were then accused of being spies for Vietnam, Russia, or the USA.
The National teacher went on to explain the regulations at S-21 for the prisoners, and what requirements were placed upon them to confess to the crimes that the interrogators were expected to extract from them.  He also helped the provincial teachers understand what the living conditions were like inside of the prison.  The teachers all seemed shocked and surprised as the National teacher took them through the sections having to do with the cruel acts of torture that were used by the DK as an interrogation technique.  Following the description of S-21, Mr. Dara stepped in and started explaining about some of the other prison facilities around the nation including one known as Kors Knorng in Khmer or “Snail Island” in English.
Late-Morning Session

Following a short break, one of the National teachers began to lead the group through the lesson for Chapter 9.  They started by doing an active reading activity that had multiple participants from the class reading, going over the definition of new vocabulary, and then working on the guided reading questions.  First the students tried to answer the questions on their own.  Then they talked about the answers together as a class.

The teacher also really focused of the policies that Angkar posed around the buildings at S-21 telling how the prisoners must behave.  The ten policies posted were from the “Santebal” (Security Police), and the prisoners were required to follow them at all times.

Following lesson 1 from Chapter 9, the teacher went on to teach the class about Lesson 2: Behind the Walls of S-21.  The idea of the lesson is to help students visualize what it would be like to enter S-21.  And also have the students think comparatively about what a prisoner would feel as they entered S-21 verses what a guard who is working at S-21 may feel.
The National teacher then started Chapter Ten about foreign relations between DK and the countries that they continued to have relations with them during 1975-1979.  He focused on what international relations means, for example the difference between diplomatic ties and trading relationships. In particular, he focused on all of the material support that China was giving to Cambodia, including military and farming equipment.  Following 1979 the international relations of Cambodia had to change.  They needed to build ties with more nations to strengthen the economic relations between countries, and to develop a real democratic government in Cambodia.

The late morning session concluded with a lesson on how to make a brochure.  This lessons is intended to help the students demonstrate their learning about international relations by making a brochure that they can share with their teachers and other classmates that describes both what the international relations were at the time of the Khmer Rouge’s power as well as what steps needed to be taken following the collapse of the DK regime in order to reestablish the country as an international trading partner and democratic society.
Early Afternoon Session:
In the afternoon, the provincial teachers were broken into groups of ten and each teacher had to practice teaching a mini-lesson to the other teachers.  The teachers then had an opportunity to get praise and constructive criticism from their peers to work on their teaching technique. 

An example of a mini-lesson by a provincial teacher:
The provincial teacher taught about chapter 10 for foreign relations.  The teacher first explained about foreign relations during the time of the DK, and then focused on some of the key words the students would need to understand to complete the lesson.  Finally she explained to the group how to do the brochure.  It seems that some of the students have/provincial teachers have difficulty understanding the concept of a brochure because the word as used in the Khmer version of the teacher’s manual has a translation that more closely resembles the English word “card” and therefore doesn’t indicate to the National or Provincial teachers the same concept for what form the final project of the “brochure” would take.
Following the mini-lesson taught by the provincial teacher, the other teachers wrote evaluations of her lesson.
It appears that the provincial teachers are still much more comfortable teaching their lessons when they can read something directly off of the board, rather than using a more interactive instruction style.  Many of the teachers before their lesson took a large piece of paper and wrote out everything, rather than focusing on one instruction at a time.  Or changing the material in the teacher’s book from “teacher” language into more student friendly instructions.

We then did a presentation in a hybrid of English and Khmer demonstrating some more interactive teaching methods that used both flow charts and student involvement in creating a different style of displaying the ways that good foreign relations can benefit the Cambodian government.

They smaller groups continued their mini-lessons and evaluations until all of the teachers had an opportunity to work with the new material and teaching style.
Late Afternoon Session
Mr. Hong reviewed the importance of foreign relations to peace, economic development, and the political of having foreign relations with a greater number of countries.  The leaders of the closing discussion also pointed out the importance of the teacher’s needing to be prepared completely for their lessons.  Especially the teachers that are new to the profession, need to carefully go over the material before they teach a lesson, and consider the most important points they want the students to learn.  They then need to review their practice to ensure that at the end of the lesson the students are learning that information, and that they did a good job of presenting it in a way that was clear and not confusing.

The leader’s also notified all of the teacher-participants that on Thursday there would be a closing event as well as opportunities throughout the day for the teachers to ask any questions that they may have remaining following the previous days of training.

Mr. Iv Saosokha, one of the National teachers, made sure to point out that it is important for the teachers to first consider the topic they are teaching and what main points are to be made through that topic.  He also thought it very important for the teachers to carefully consider the materials that the students have.  Since the student textbooks and workbooks are different from the teacher’s edition of the text, the teacher’s need to be aware of exactly what content the students will be seeing.  They also have to consider if the student’s will have an adequate number of workbooks, or if pages would need to be copied or shared so that all students have an opportunity to engage with the material.
Mr. Dara also told all of the teachers that they would be watching a video about children during the DK regime the following morning.  Then they will finish all the rest of the lessons in the book on Wednesday.

End of Day Assessment:
The National teachers and the DC-Cam staff had a meeting after the Provincial teachers left.
The National teachers feel that the provincial teachers are becoming more knowledgeable, more comfortable speaking clearly and confidently about the DK regime and they also feel that the teachers are doing a better job of adapting to a more interactive teaching style.

The National teachers are still concerned that the medium sized groups of 50 that meet each morning are difficult to manage for the National teachers.  That size of group has too many questions, and one National teacher leading a discussion in a class that size doesn’t have enough time to address all of the needs of the teachers.  The National teachers think that it would be much more reasonable to break into groups of 25 rather than 50 in order that they can do a better job of addressing all of the questions and being able to keep all of the participants on task.

The National teachers are also concerned because of the layout of the classrooms; they can’t freely or easily move around the room to check the engagement of all of the participating provincial teachers.  In remedy to this issue Mr. Hong suggested that instead of moving closer to the provincial teacher that seems distracted, a national teacher should ask a direct question of that person to re-engage them in the discussion.

The leaders generally discussed that some of the provincial teachers seemed overall more excited about lessons, while others are less engaged, and even in some cases a few are arriving tardy.  While the lower level of engagement applies to only a small number of the teachers, the National teachers think it is important to find ways to engage them more in these lessons.  They consider the lessons important because not only do they teach about the history of Cambodia, but they also demonstrate to the teachers valuable teaching skills that can help them present information to their students in more engaging ways.
The National teachers are trying to figure out how to engage the uninterested provincial teachers by figuring out why these individuals might not be as motivated to attend this workshop.  They considered that some may not be comfortable discussing the history of the DK period or that they might just consider it to be one of many workshops all of which they don’t feel are particularly relevant for them. 

All of the National teachers finished by commenting upon the improvements they saw in the effort and quality of work of the provincial teachers.
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