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Early Morning Session:
The objective for the morning session was to teach the provincial teachers chapters five and six from the textbook and then the teacher’s guidebook.The groupof 100 was divided into two groups of 50.
Prior to the lesson, a national teacher spoke about the lessons from yesterday. In addition to giving the teachers pointers on the methodology, he also conducted a review of the material. For instance, he asked the provincial teachers to list the names of all of the important Khmer Rouge leaders.
Then the national teacher introduced the content of chapters five and six. Chapter five covers the administrative division of Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge. The country was divided into six geographical zones and 32 provinces. In addition to teaching about the divisions, the national teacher explained the way in which these divisions created and supported the hierarchical structure of the Khmer Rouge regime.
To illustrate the points in chapter five, DC-Cam showed a slideshow. The slideshow consisted of maps showing the country of Cambodia as divided under DK. It went on to identify the various members of the Khmer Rouge who controlled the geographical zones and provinces.
Chapter six covers the four-year plan, which involved placing Cambodians into collectives and putting them to work. The national teacher spoke about the Khmer Rouge’s vision as well as the living conditions.
Late Morning Session:
The national teacher covered chapters five and six from the teacher’s guidebook. The lessons were highly interactive and covered the topics discussed earlier in the morning.For instance, the provincial teachers were asked to read about the experiences of Cambodians living in collectives and then role play (either as Khmer Rouge cadre or a victim).They were also required to write a short essay on their impressions of the testimonies and their experience doing the role play. The lesson focuses on the content as well as the teaching methodology.
In addition, the national teacher instructed the provincial teachers on how best to evaluate their students’ performances. In the teacher’s guidebook (page 48) there is a detailed chart that provides a suggested grading rubric for students’ summaries. There was much dialogue about how to categorize a student’s performance as low, good or excellent. The teachers were told to remain flexible when using the rubric as students may show they understand the material quite well using different approaches.
The lesson for chapter six involved the survival box exercise. The teachers were asked to talk about collectivization and its consequences (e.g., starvation and death). They were then asked to think about what survival skills they have or would have used and what items they would bring if they could in order to survive under the Khmer Rouge. They then wrote down their ideas or items and put them in a box labeled “survival.” The teacher then had provincial teachers explain what they chose and why.

The session concluded with DC-Cam giving each provincial and national teacher a copy of the King Sihanouk’s speech to the national assembly in 1967 as well as a DVD of the play, Breaking the Silence.
Early Afternoon Session:
In the afternoon, the provincial teachers were broken into groups of ten and four of the ten were required to teach a mini-lesson for thirty minutes. 

An example of a mini-lesson by a provincial teacher:
The provincial teacher taught chapter five. This section involved role playing; the students had to play the role of either a perpetrator or a victim. Then the student should talk about how playing this role implicates his or her real life.
The peers and the national teacher evaluated the provincial teacher’s mini-lesson. The national teacher recommended that each provincial teacher break down his or her lessons into basic points in order to stay focused. He said this means that the provincial teacher must read and synthesize the material prior to teaching to the students.
Three more provincial teachers gave mini-lessons as well. Again, the teachers wrote evaluations of their peers’ mini-lessons.
Throughout the afternoon, I observed anumber of mini-lessons in the different classrooms. The provincial teachers practiced writing points on the board, engaging the students by asking a series of questions about the topic and later summarizing what the students should take away from the lesson. Included in some of the mini-lessons was the survival box exercise from this morning.
Late Afternoon Session
Mr. Dara held a meeting at the end of the day to address a number of questions that were raised by the provincial teachers. For instance, he addressed questions regarding the Genocide Convention as well as some particulars about lessons from chapters five and six. He went over a number of the lessons again to show how the lessons work to improve the students’ critical thinking skills. 
Mr. Dara also asked the teachers to re-read the guidebook when they are confused about how best to teach a lesson. As they read the book more, he said, they will be more comfortable with the material and the methodology. 
End of Day Assessment:
The national teachers had an hour-long meeting after the provincial teachers left. 
The provincial teachers raised a number of concerns. One major concern was that some of provincial teachers were not doing their work or paying attention. Mr. Hong, a national teacher, said he thought teachers who teach younger students and those who work in administrative positions were having an especially difficult time. Furthermore, he found that a lot of the provincial teachers have not been reading the book on their own and learning the material before conducting their mini-lessons.
There were two more concerns regarding the provincial teachers. One was that a number of them are too timid and overwhelmed. Mr. Hong said that the lessons are particularly difficult for teachers from provinces other than Svay Rieng; many of them have less knowledge since often they may not have completed grade 12. 

One last concern was with classroom control. There has been a problem with the older provincial teachers respecting the national teachers, especially those who are younger than they. Mr. Dara acknowledged this problem and recommended that the national teachers be a bit stricter. There was also a discussion about whether instead the word student, the national teachers should use bong and p’oun.

The national teachers’ ultimate concern was that the Ministry of Education would blame the national teachers if the provincial teachers do not know the material and methodology. Mr. Hong recommended that the national teachers take as much time as necessary to teach the material. In addition, when a student writes something incorrectly on the board, Mr. Hong said he wants the national teachers to intervene and correct them.

National teacher Cheng Hong noted that the provincial teachers do continue to improve. They are still having some difficulty with the methodology. Mr. Hong said he thought the provincial teachers were at 60 percent.

Mr. Hong said that tomorrow he would review the chapters from today. He also wants everyone to focus on just a few major points from each section. He wants to keep the teachers focused. There was also the discussion of incorporating the exercise book with the DK textbook in order to show the teachers how the two are interrelated.

Mr. Dara also recommended using the two mini-lessons to track the provincial teachers’ progress. He said that if the second evaluation is not an improvement from the first, then there might have to be consequences. 
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