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Forced pregnancy will not be part of
KRT's Case 004

Erin Handley

The Khmer Rouge tribunal will not investigate allegations of forced pregnancy during the

Democratic Kampuchea regime in its Case 004, citing issues of legality, timing and a lack

of evidence in a decision made public on Wednesday evening.

Civil party lawyers and the prosecution had launched separate but similar requests to

investigate forced impregnation in the case against suspects Ao An and Yim Tith. Both

requests, however, were denied by the o�ce of the co-investigating judges, who said in a

decision that forced pregnancy was not de�ned as a distinct crime between 1975 and

1979.

It was not until the Rome Statue of the International Criminal Court in 1998 that it was

legally recognised.

The decision said that, furthermore: “There is at present, after years of investigation into

forced marriage, no evidence that would support a policy of forced impregnation or

forced pregnancy.

“Both requests were �led very late in the day without good cause having been shown;

extending the investigation now would put an undue burden on the Defence and cause an

unacceptable delay in the investigations.”

But civil party lawyer Linda Behnke, who applied for forced pregnancy to be examined as

a distinct – and inherently gendered – crime, said she was “disappointed”, and that the

court had missed an opportunity to investigate the crime.

“We know the practice of forced marriage was very common; it’s something that many of

our clients experienced,” she said. “They were being coerced to consummate the

marriage – often, there were people spying on them and they would pay some kind of

punishment [if they didn’t].”

Witnesses in the current trial have testi�ed that couples were closely monitored, and

those who did not consummate were reported to the upper echelons for their so-called

betrayal.

Behnke said pregnancies were more di�cult to bear due to limited health care, being

forced to work straight after birth and breastfeeding problems stemming from harsh

living conditions.

Those experiences, coupled with Khmer Rouge documents that endorse a policy of

population growth, compelled the lawyers representing victims to �le a request with

A picture released on February 9, 1985 depicts a Khmer Rouge guerilla women unit in

Phum Thmey in Western Cambodia. AFP

KRT witness tells court of battles on

Vietnam border

Khmer Krom fear exclusion in KRT cases

KRT judge talks court controversies

KRT judges rap prosecutor Cayley

KRT appeal begins Thursday

KRT witness tells court of forced

marriage

KRT seeds of contempt

New charges brought against Ta An at

KRT

Related articles

CNRP lawmakers beaten

Two opposition lawmakers, Nhay

Chamroeun and Kong Sakphea were

beaten unconscious during protests in

Phnom Penh, as over a thousand

protesters descended upon the National

Assembly.

Student authors

discuss "The

Cambodian Economy"

Students at Phnom Penh's Liger Learning

Center have written and published a new

book, "The Cambodian Economy".

Floating away

An ethnically Vietnamese community that

has lived on the water in Phnom Penh for

decades is given three weeks notice to cut

their houses loose.

Latest Video

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/login
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/user/register
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C1LBN5EJqV9aNCono9QXO-rDoDPeRqIBFt8WU3twCv-iivcABEAEgzZPaD2B1yAEC4AIAqAMByAOZBKoE9QFP0BDuBPVH3AKhkPF8zT5ktdMp8p-G073eCKAhbFcdbDfEKl61Ha0Ko4KyrXnqu2kFMDrwhHih8BxufiQZ5bxkzrL_aXgktM-fExptoIRyqvEp_VZEGQzSiXkqogJJIyL-up5PpMuitz7QrnwiIXrLmKEVcU_xFN3kJN1TMR_l5Nm09gX7gg3fA-qhhZg2pfYz1DPFl9he_CdSovfiwDpKLDzy6N1b4S-VRV9pmEn7sEyVJZ2qAG_t2bw8DomjGX-8WQ6lmtilOXZQNi2zblmfiRGIuLSD4-Cuurcmfbjc1jwanQJkFU4lVtTIbN3wGmMQZVVg-eAEAaAGAoAH796vR6gHpr4b2AcB2BMD&num=1&sig=AOD64_3GhEguzJ6JdLWbUbELo-gFYXa5Mg&client=ca-pub-9885810372616084&adurl=http://www.seatelgroup.com
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/business
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/lifestyle
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/sport
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/post-weekend
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/post-property
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/supplements
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/postplus
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/multimedia/index
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/subscription-form
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/jobs
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/author/erin-handley/91742
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/post-weekend/marriage-under-khmer-rouge-documentary-series
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/krt-witness-tells-court-battles-vietnam-border
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/khmer-krom-fear-exclusion-krt-cases
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/krt-judge-talks-court-controversies
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/krt-judges-rap-prosecutor-cayley
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/krt-appeal-begins-thursday
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/krt-witness-tells-court-forced-marriage
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/krt-seeds-contempt
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/new-charges-brought-against-ta-krt
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstc2WnZ9wY6dezU_mW710W2Qs5MjZ-cNt2lLkIkBgWwvdKLSDMny0JFZeejzjcXdexWB0QbgQzs_iajNMK8QhY6bbFc1UbLgpRFUFeS6xQy4qbUmtbgL7_8Tkporw02QNBBBE8u1fOtGYjKk6X3uVPlKnCItfGcJvKcg7sDfMqhhKda52bgQmHov3yGfWE2-aiglRLFsMcx0MS792Ob7sn2mC3d&sai=AMfl-YQXDVL3Aj7LSIN3rN38OAnbcB7fk1AQj-I60q58ueCToF8ZdHFuKunRP6YxS-7xLL05C3XF30emGQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIB5ktz2wu03&adurl=http://www.mission100r.com&nm=1
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/cnrp-lawmakers-beaten
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/student-authors-discuss-cambodian-economy
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/video/floating-away-1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssKXeAxivKwq9ZvuX-Yb22TybSvXr7mvqVbIrIe5Qhnnvp9PsBl5dD6eK4nPwwQ7_OGJzfQ_hNKAVMYntjNHHfuRG7LA9yNdVJIrp7Qg77dUERkFupovlnGSVBho50UvagJEwW5O4Eoqaf_SNqqC4Zc7j_7v7Fcdf_QQYfi4DtbN27zn-s7pzCF24KN5JWN3Yio2jbdbv2vustrNiVSX4oh6p8&sai=AMfl-YQQoObL9br1JGu3pnQGruDQZNfoBdByJObo33oIcrs8QSdc030-39tGCFuP5-xeNsMY2HIZj2sjug&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCXicSlnN7kO&adurl=http://www.phnompenhpost.com/subscription-form


6/22/2016 Forced pregnancy will not be part of KRT's Case 004, National, Phnom Penh Post

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/forced-pregnancy-will-not-be-part-krts-case-004?utm_source=The%20Phnom%20Penh%20Post%20News%20Brief&ut… 2/2

Post Media Co Ltd 

888 Building H, 8th Floor, Phnom Penh

Center 

Corner Sothearos & Sihanouk Blvd 

Sangkat Tonle Bassac 

120101 Phnom Penh 

Cambodia 

Tel: +855(0) 23 214 3 11-17 

Fax: +855(0) 23 214 318 

Company

About us

Sta� list

Advertising

Contact

Privacy policy

Refund Policy

Archives

7Days

LIFT

Siem Reap Insider

Sections

Business

Lifestyle

National

Sport

Facebook Twitter Google +

Copyright © 2013 The Phnom Penh Post. All Rights Reserved. Web design by IConsulting

0 Comments Please, login or register to post a comment

the investigating judges.

According to a March 2016 report into forced marriage under the Khmer Rouge,

authored by Maria Lobato and published by the Cambodian Human Rights Action

Coalition (CHRAC), no international or hybrid criminal tribunal has ever prosecuted the

crime of forced pregnancy.

Contact author: Erin Handley
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