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ABOUT THE BOOK:
Between 1975 and 1978, the Khmer
Rouge carried out genocide in
Cambodia unparalleled in modern
history. Approximately 2 million died –
almost one quarter of the population.
Taking an explicitly geographical
approach, this book argues whether
the Khmer Rouge's activities not only
led to genocide, but also terracide –
the erasure of space. In the Cambodia
of 1975, the landscape would reveal
vestiges of an indigenous pre-colonial
Khmer society, a French colonialism
and American intervention. The Khmer
Rouge, however, were not content with retaining the past inscriptions of previous
modes of production and spatial practices. Instead, they attempted to erase time and
space to create their own utopian vision of a communal society. The Khmer Rouge's
erasing and reshaping of space was thus part of a consistent sacrifice of Cambodia
and its people – a brutal justification for the killing of a country and the birth of a
new place, Democratic Kampuchea. While focusing on Cambodia, the book provides
a clearer geographic understanding to genocide in general and insights into the
importance of spatial factors in geopolitical conflict.
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on CamNet FM103, a Phnom Penh radio station. Additionally, she has experience
working with children through volunteer activities with the Youth Counsel of
Cambodia. While a student at the Royal University of Law and Economics, Manoka
studied in Hong Kong, and at Georgetown University, in Washington DC. She also
won the title of National Champion at the Fourth Annual Cambodian Mock Trial
Competition in 2010. Manoka plans to pursue a Master’s of Law before commencing
a career as a judge.
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English and Mandarin Chinese at the Angkor Borei Institute. She is a UNESCO Youth
Peace Ambassador, and plans to pursue a Master’s in Bioethics in Australia.
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Keo Ratanatepy holds a Law degree from the Royal University of Law and Economics
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also participated on the National Championship Team at the 2010 Cambodian
National Mock Trial Competition. As an organizer for the Ship for Southeast Asian
Youth Program (SSEAYP), Ratanatepy coordinated the SSEAYP International General
Assembly, which brought over 300 youth from across Asia to Siem Reap, Cambodia.
Currently, Ratanatepy is in her final year at the Royal University of Phnom Penh
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