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raised his concern to me that my film would not attract younger generation because 
they are more interested in other type of film such as Ghost story or love story. 
However, if we surrender at this time, we will fail. We should continue to educate 
them. As brother Youk said forgetting your own history meant that you kill your 
national identity. Like in Germany, people have been encouraged to talk about the 
Holocaust to find larger truth of what happened and to raise next generation’s 
awareness of genocide, in order not to repeat. Nobody knows if next generation, 
when they take power, will repeat the same mistakes as they do not know the 
consequences. 
 
Like Youk Chhang said, we have to overcome any challenges. Telling about the past 
experience is not only to serve history of genocide but also to help future 
generations have empathy for their parents, family, and old generation as a whole. I 
am sorry I have talked a lot. If you have more questions or comments, please ask. 
 
6) Ly Sary: 
I come from Prey Khmum commune, Kampot district, Kampot province. 
There have been a lot of questions about the film; it is about the truth. This is 
enough. If the film is more painful than this, I might not be able to stand with the 
film. It will definitely trouble those who have heart problems.  
 
I’d like to engage in the discussion. [As I know] the United Nations signed genocide 
convention since 1948, but UN did not believe or wasn’t interested in the issue, so 
how can we expect next generation to believe? It is hard to believe [the KR regime]. I 
have observed that, however, after the UN knew the UN is more interested in the 
issue than us and moving further. 
 
Speaking of genocide definition, we have been learning the explanation of the term 
from Co-prosecutors and Khmer experts this morning. The term, as I understand, is a 
combination of “Parlai+Pouch+Sas”, meaning to eliminate all races (pouch) without 
any consideration. Please continue your effort to make people believe, Bora. I do 
appreciate it. 
 
Bora: I’d like to thank you very much for your presence and comments on my film. I 
never think that all people are not different or different from me, Muslims, Khmers, 
and other races. I am very happy. This is the first time to stand in front of you all, 
Muslims. The past made us suffer indeed. Everybody has your own business to make 
your living, but do not feel depressed. Continue our effort. 
 
Upon reconvening, Ms. So gave an overview of her Cham Oral History Project, 
encouraging attendees to get involved and share their experiences. She then opened 
the floor for questions about the oral history project, the film, or to allow people to 
share their stories. Two Cham Muslims questioned the role of UN in preventing, or 



 

failing 
Chhang
UN, Ba
 
B. DC-
 
DC-Cam
and wa
 

 

VI. EVA

Prior to
progra
fairly sa
sugges
educat
respect

DC-Cam
discuss
the org
enhanc
Cambo
DC-Cam
anecdo
confere
just tho
were re
Catholi

to prevent
g fielded th
n Kim-Mo

Cam Direc

m director 
ays to prev

ALUATION

o departing
m.  A rema
atisfied wit
sted that D
tional prog
tive mosqu

m consulte
sions held t
ganization’
ced people
odian litera
m was also
otes, shared
ence sessio
ose attend
epresented
ic New-Ag

t, the Camb
heir questi
on, who w

ctor Youk 

Youk Chh
vent genoc

N AND OU

g, the parti
arkable 97%
th the conf

DC-Cam rep
ram. Some

ues and vil

ed the eval
throughou
s goals.  Ba

e’s underst
ature and c
o successfu
d in respon
ons. Finally
ing, DC-Ca

d.  Phnom 
ency, the o

bodian gen
ons, but en
as due to v

Chhang’s 

ang briefe
ide. 

UTCOMES

icipants we
% stated th
ference and
peat the co
e Cham Mu
lage statist

luations, in
ut the prog
ased on th
anding of 

culture. Thi
ul in record
nse to wha
y, in terms 
am was ple
Penh Post,
online mag

nocide in 1
ncouraged
visit Camb

Speech 

d his mean

ere asked t
hat they we
d DC-Cam
onference, 
uslim repre
tics for the

n addition t
gram, to de
he evidence
genocide i
s conferen

ding partici
at they hea
of its goal 

eased to no
, Cambodia
gazine and

1978-79.  D
d them to a
odia on 28

ningful talk

H
v
H
t
n
n
c
d
t

"
c
t

to complet
ere very sa
’s organiza
even pote

esentatives
e DC-Cam C

to notes fr
etermine ho
e, the conf
in a legal s

nce also be
ipants’ per
ard and lea

of reachin
ote that the
a Daily, Ra
 the daily n

DC-Cam Di
ask Secreta
8 October 2

k on the ro

He warned 
violations a
He said, alt
he same fa

not the sam
not differen
contribute t
democracy 
he world. 

This is our 
continue ou
o achieve o

te an evalu
atisfied wit
ation and h
entially mak
s handed u
Cham web

om intervie
ow well th
erence suc

sense, as w
nefited all 
sonal narra
rned in the
g an audie
e following
ksmei Kam
newspaper

rector You
ary Genera
2010.  

oot of geno

that all of 
affect demo
hough you
aith but yo
me, but you
nt. You all 
to building
in Cambo

 history. Pl
ur collabor
our goal." 

uation of th
h and 3% w
hospitality.
king it an a
us photos o
bsite. 

ews and 
e conferen

ccessfully 
well as its p

DC-Cam s
atives and 
e formal 
ence wider 
g media ou

mpuchea, th
r Neues 

Page 13 of 15 

uk 
l of the 

ocide 

these 
ocracy. 
u have 
u are 
u are 

g 
dia and 

ease 
ration 

he 
were 
. Many 
annual 
of their 

nce met 

lace in 
staff. 

than 
utlets 
he 



 Page 14 of 15 

Deutschland, among others. DC-Cam contributed a hundred and fifty dollars to the 
Al-Mukhalifah mosque construction in O-Samath village, Sangkat 3, Preah Sihanouk 
province, upon Imam Khet’s request.  

Despite a few challenges, based on the above outcomes, DC-Cam considers the first 
of two conferences for minority groups on genocide in context a success.  
Accordingly, the organization will move forward as planned with the second 
conference on November 24, 2010.  

 

The Story of Khon Savin 

At a meeting of Khmer Kampuchea Krom survivors in Pursat province, Svay Daun Keo 
commune primary school teacher Khon Savin recalls the painful memory of living in 
Rumlech commune during the Khmer Rouge regime. Despite the event taking place 
over two decades ago, Khon, now in her early 40s, solemnly recalled the event when 
she met Andrew Cayley, ECCC International Co-Prosecutor, at the meeting. 
 
The most salient memory for Savin is the death of her father, Suy Hong. Savin and 
her family were evacuated to Rumlech commune when the Khmer Rouge came to 
power in mid-1975. Less than one year after the evacuation, her mother, who was 
Khmer Krom, became pregnant and increasingly weak. The Khmer Rouge viewed her 
mother as sickly and thus a target for execution. Savin was about six years old at the 
time and remembers that the Khmer Rouge wanted to get rid of all the Khmer Krom 
because they were alleged to have “Vietnamese brains.” One day her mother was 
very ill and hospitalized. Savin was told that her mother was injected with water and 
died immediately in the hospital. 
 
Savin’s father, Hong, was accused of eating human flesh and was sent to be killed in 
1977. Prior to the regime, Hong was a tailor by trade. He was full Khmer with no 
Khmer Krom blood ties, but his wife’s parents were Khmer Krom and she was later 
killed because of this. Under the regime, Hong was tasked to dig graves, among 
other duties. One day he was ordered to bury the dead with several other men. More 
exhausted than usual that day, Hong was unable to dig the pits deep enough to bury 
the corpses completely. Later wolves and other animals came to eat the dead flesh. 
The Khmer Rouge however accused Hong of eating the corpses. He was escorted by 
two Khmer Rouge cadres with machetes at day time to be killed. Seeing her father 
escorted away, Khon walked behind her father. Savin’s uncle, Khon, who was a Khmer 
Rouge, was also there at the time. Hong pleaded with his brother to let his daughter 
survive. His brother promised to do his utmost to keep his niece safe. 
 
Savin remembers that one day she wanted to go along with a group of people called 
to grow corn. Khon knew that the group of people were sent to be killed and did not 
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let his niece go. During the regime, an order from above to relocate to another 
location or grow crops in another location usually meant the person would be killed.  
 
Her family name comes from her uncle’s name, Khon, because of his role in keeping 
her alive. Savin even calls her uncle “father” because she feels he saved her life and 
raised her. 
 
As painful this memory is, Savin had never forgotten this experience. It remains fresh 
in her mind. In particular, she recalls with clarity the death of her father. “Although I 
was young at that time, I feel that I can remember most of what happened, including 
the suffering.” 

Farina So, Team Leader, Cham Oral History Project of the Documentation Center of 
Cambodia 

End. 


