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Introduction

On the afternoon of June 19, 2017, | shared a bench inside the compound of the Choeung Ek
Killing Fields with Ma Darika and Han Muylin, fourth-year students at the Royal University
of Law and Economics (RULE). Together with thirteen other law students from RULE, they
had visited the Khmer Rouge Tribunal that morning to attend the Closing Statements in Case
002/02 against Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan. The trip was organized as part of an outreach
effort by the Victim Participation Project (VPA) of the Documentation Center of Cambodia
(DC-Cam) to provide a unique opportunity for these students to observe the rule of law in
practice at the Tribunal. (Please see Appendix B for a list of the students.)

A Day Prior to the Khmer Rouge Tribunal Visit

On the afternoon of June 18, 2017, the VPA team invited Mr. Neth Pheaktra, Press Officer of
the Khmer Rouge Tribunal, to present the students with some background about the trial
proceedings before their visit to the court the following day. In addition, an introduction to
DC-Cam and its activities was presented by Ms. Sirik Savina, Team Leader of DC-Cam’s
Outreach and Collaboration Project. Ms. Sirik emphasized how DC-Cam initiatives have
supported the Tribunal’s legacy of promoting the rule of law in Cambodia.
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Ms. Sirik explained to the students that DC-Cam was initially established in 1995 as a field
investigating office of Yale University’s Cambodia Genocide Program to document Khmer
Rouge history. Two years later, DC-Cam became an independent institution and its work has
continued to the present. Ms. Sirik also informed the students about the extensive
documentation which has been archived by DC-Cam and how the public can access the
documents through its online database. She highlighted the activities at DC-Cam that
contribute to its mission—Memory and Justice. At the end of her presentation, Ms. Sirik
showed the students how to access the websites for DC-Cam and the Cambodia Tribunal
Monitor (CTM), both of which contain extensive information related to the Khmer Rouge
Tribunal, including trial hearing reports, video footage, and other commentary papers.
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Following Ms. Sirik’s presentation, Mr. Neth Pheaktra began his presentation by asking the
students if they had ever visited the Khmer Rouge Tribunal. Only a few of them had visited
the Tribunal; however, those who had were delighted for the chance to visit the Tribunal
again. Mr. Neth then discussed previous efforts by the Cambodian government to prosecute
the Khmer Rouge crimes through the People’s Revolutionary Tribunal, which was initiated in
1979. However, for a number of reasons the international community did not accept that
tribunal. Mr. Neth further informed the students regarding the current Khmer Rouge
Tribunal—its establishment in 2006, the defendants, the case files, the crimes charged, the
structure of the court, and the various bodies associated with supporting and monitoring the
court.

After Mr. Neth finished his presentation, the following questions were posed to him:

1. Can Ms. Im Chaem request compensation from the court after the Co-
Investigating Judges dropped charges against her?

2. Will the Tribunal close after all the cases have been heard?

3. Why did the Tribunal hear Duch’s case before the other cases?

4. What is the exact number of people who died during the Khmer Rouge regime?

To conclude the day’s session, the VPA team screened a short documentary film entitled
“Tuol Sleng Prison in 1979” which features the condition of the prison shortly after the fall of
the Khmer Rouge regime, when it was discovered by two Vietnamese officials who had
accompanied Cambodian and Vietnamese soldiers to the southern part of Phnom Penh.

After the film screening, the students were reminded of the schedule for the following day’s
activities.

Observing the Closing Statements at the Khmer Rouge Tribunal

June 19, 2017 was the fifth day of the hearing for Closing Statements in Case 002/02. The
charges in Case 002/02 include allegations related to crimes against humanity, genocide



against Cham and Vietnamese, forced marriage and rape, internal purges, S-21 Security
Center, Kraing Ta Chan Security Center, Au Kanseng Security Center, Phnom Kraol Security
Center, 1st January Dam worksite, Trapeang Thma Dam worksite, Tram Kok cooperatives,
treatment of Buddhists, and treatment of former Khmer Republic officials.

The morning session on June 19" was a continuation of a presentation begun the preceding
Friday by the defense lawyers of Nuon Chea. The session heard the defense co-lawyer, Mr.
Victor Koppe, explain the defense’s position regarding the treatment of Cham and
Vietnamese, while Mr. Liv Sovanna concluded the presentation by further discussing the
treatment of Vietnamese as well as Buddhists. Finally, Ms. Doreen Chen presented the
defense’s position regarding the treatment of former Khmer Republic soldiers and officials.

Visit to Choeung Ek Killing Fields and Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum

After the lunch break, the student participants left the Khmer Rouge Tribunal for the
Choeung Ek Killing Fields and Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum. Some of the students had
never been to the Killing Fields. Sorrow was detected on their faces as they observed the
monument of bones and skulls displayed before them.

Suddenly, one of the male students took off his shoes, walked towards the memorial, lit an
incense stick and prayed as a gesture of respect to those who had been killed by the Khmer
Rouge. The other students walked around the compound of the Killing Fields with their eyes
fixed upon each step in an effort to avoid stepping on bones of the victims.
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As | was sitting on a bench at the Choeung Ek Killing Fields, Darika and Muylin joined me.
They were taking deep breaths as if to compose themselves after having taken the walking
tour around the compound. | asked them if they were fine. They said yes. Then, | asked them
about their impressions of the VPA program in which they were participating. Both of them
expressed similar feelings by responding that it was their first time to join this kind of
activity. They felt the events were beneficial to them because they had a chance to witness
the trial proceedings of the hybrid tribunal in Cambodia. They also mentioned that they
benefited from the chance to talk to court officials and learn more about the structure of the
Khmer Rouge Tribunal as well as DC-Cam.

When asked about the trial hearing they had observed, Darika said that it was very interesting
to hear the position of the defense lawyers, who were challenging the allegations that the co-
prosecutors and civil party lawyers had raised against their client. Muylin added that it was
difficult for the defense lawyers to defend the accused; nevertheless their technique was quite
fascinating. Nuon Chea’s defense co-lawyer was trying to prove that their client had no
intention to commit genocide against the Cham or Vietnamese, but that in fact they were
supposed to be treated the same as other people throughout the country. Thus, Nuon Chea’s
defense lawyers were trying to convince the judge to drop the genocide charge against their
client. Both Darika and Muylin agreed that only the judges may render a verdict on the
evidence presented after considering the claims from each party, and that justice will be
revealed in the near future.

While | was engaging in conversation with Darika and Muylin, Phan Buntheng joined our
discussion. Buntheng mentioned that the visit to the Khmer Rouge Tribunal to observe the
Closing Statements was an important and unique opportunity to witness the rule of law in
action at an international tribunal. Moreover, he was able to increase his knowledge of Khmer
Rouge history through the reading materials provided by DC-Cam.



Conclusion

According to my conversations with student participants, | have observed that the opportunity
provided to the students to witness the trial proceedings at the Khmer Rouge Tribunal has
contributed to the building of a stronger foundation for the rule of law in Cambodia because
the students have had the chance to witness legal proceedings at an international judicial
tribunal. Ultimately, the student participants agreed that each individual’s willingness to
make positive change is important for the promotion of rule of law in Cambodia. Starting
with the individual as a role model, each person can influence others within their community,
and eventually, their society-at-large.

Team: Sirik Savina, Song Sal, and Men Pechet.
This event is fully funded by United States Agency for International Development
(USAID).



Appendix A—Agenda
Sunday, June 18, 2017

- Afternoon (2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.):
0 Brief introduction to DC-Cam by Sirik Savina, DC-Cam’s Outreach and
Collaboration Team Leader
o0 Brief update regarding the ECCC proceedings by Neth Pheaktra, ECCC Press
Officer
0 Film screening—Behind the Walls of S-21

Monday, June 19, 2017

- Morning: Leave for the ECCC and observe the hearing
- Afternoon: Visit Tuol Sleng and Choeung Ek Killing Fields

Appendix B—L.st of Students

N° Name Sex | Address Others

1. Nuon Srey Touch F Phnom Penh | 1st Year, RULE
2. Buth Dina M Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE
3. Chhay Marinet F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE
4, Meas Sreyla F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE
5. Va Danit F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE
6. Tom Sreyneth F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE
7. Som Leap M Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE
8. Kim Lyheang M Phnom Penh | 2nd Year, RULE
9. Khli Dalin F Phnom Penh 2nd Year, RULE
10. Nou Kimchhiv M Phnom Penh 3rd Year, RULE
11. Tor Revit M Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE
12. Ma Darika F Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE
13. Phan Buntheng M Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE
14. Hann Muylin F Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE
15. Tim Khouchsopheaktra F Phnom Penh | 4th Year, RULE




Appendix C—Media Coverage

Law Students to Visit the Khmer Rouge Tribunal

Published on June 20, 2017, Rasmey Kampuchea Daily Newspaper

Acrticle by Som Bunthorn and Teav Sarakmonin

selangmimiang s
msmngj diuainwn
whugsrdm Tangmidaive
nAn geeabies nav
ijageAdnigiuignand
Bavinne Annannd Gqm g uisneRiieeianaly atuw 3
aosmmmn'im[puﬂqtﬁm tannfin fgmin ma
sudsgjasnmpaauiang v uanAdagnm maindus
wnimsanyuinwsipygs dudwdisagudsesd g

uru_uim;qmm*m Agia
snuHa [ N pmmaud
agin gama (m sehnaming

AR ayamem i) iy

wrgnanaip

| mimee giipemiiigion

C gndmguiansjunm
manynfEisinggieguan
qunmmm!s'mmliqm
vimnmugiamesatd et
Aamin 4 qeiuingaugmi
u{nnpﬁnm\;ml‘l 0"
wnndin fgmi Feiedaiqu
mgu:hnuglunmmwl’nﬂ

nnuaﬂgwqp:umﬁnﬂuq_pntuimnnﬂfglmmu

smariang §ads, ni-
| Anuyigugmagarhnaning®

qing « apddap
1nnuggananm anmi

masnasedneiigipne na
nastmmudiefudnama
A GeumuAgAmamagimu
sirindijacom/ob 4
ntmmidamidineg




[k

uaIdlm fedgm ¥ nhagsan
mtmmmgﬂs'ﬁ'{px'ms?ﬁngs
HmAme AN 14
smins mAnmemisiye
famasAvund aigupind ne
wsauywig dgdom), mA
T R e AR E R RG]
g Ggdok dnod), mAwmi
MAMif N numigng:
(3395,98,00 Bak9), nagu
igdlo uriniginen mmud
B NEENBNTIUANMA it
saligimm Ammadsiudmns
gamwivaingmhiime fau
ahddfppannAiangek
i qhmnétmnﬁm_ﬁtgpma: 9
ieligdos fedgm ai
woos higdl ismuaimef
mggsdining Seunufg
Ammnpsagsen e aingsia
00l/0l WANEEMIMIMA
fgthuime v mywanssing
sgjEAURnANInE M fime
sjud a8 afjatsssnaui gnate
nEadAmny Euhpm]‘fg
iy d8aobma (mass
SemuguEANTuinmiiys
un) BrEnguIeantndmmain:
sugarig sHyjinhmaiffg
Asailam a8 AT T nAnmims
inaneingiig e Sady]
wndsan: Aagiasseseiioniiun
mywigaf v Gigusinguiy
Wr'smmm:qsgm?g uguAgR
Anan g DB @sAnn
$R{f ﬁUn memqﬁammn
fganny wmgueugige] A
Asafimad sgivaiananfigs
Y HuEniMunegUIY
Fiawe sEEmiwiayssh
BAIIEANURAI MMl

T — ——

g18 MU I8 fyga: tr
Wi IuAi 8 ARUBIT A ALY
anURimma

G aam mdnjamido
ignant Iswnuignaimwnss
iﬁmlsg Eh?qp::nugwgﬁq
MBRJHAG 18:MIUNGD AL
anm fsumeungUiuans
wimmasananfigainuie: 4
snuinwguiEant mesd g
anm wamawaifagimaii
sefismimmiisumengan:
HRIMA SWIBMIGIEAMA
wganf #uigs Aot g
dnm inawnidndnidie
AANMIRg ithAtH1 Y

anm mimsdud vy
fganny muiw:danyw
funwms 9 mudisuanw
wagam nemugjias dm
wagam (gimeigipunuan
wohifenn sUimRnAAATAM A
ASNRIMIEN Y UNIUATARM
mgAm mauaimapiiganne
wmelny snwandama
anm MfAPmeEE inAiny
iegmin igwumg ani 9 Ban
QA anm AnsiEnAfmon
sHemaiqpuisumedupes
HATAAM 9 USRI 19 A8
figia: aam Samwnginnma
gy Shiuussasinbmn
s 19nyefgisssetian
Hnenidgnninuiens
HAGAIIY Y

anm sHfsigAMY
#guhint afAne mig
juanuard mm s s atnu
BRI AN AIENUETRMB N
o imhmmﬂmnmmﬁmm
antidudRiananms fuum
RAN:HEINA WiAmeleln

fgamad’ 5 Eftm ugsegam ga
mustiamaagn 1u.1hm£nn3qp
afigifaniy 8: symath aift
fgauunu n;qﬂnummnmﬁ
wagall stnmtiang sia A
18: nhmusThthasmaigs ae
amainda fgusemm i
ﬁsﬁhsj;mzﬁﬁ[pfﬁm[‘g:m&
geywis: ¥ Muhmw 4am
figsunQisdieityineel han
#ath Ay Bejin ymniigs
ainwndgenmn Andwig:
e syt mdmie e
mma‘gmmmmmhmﬁg’l m
Luinnnwumuﬁmﬁ T
ningusimpnineigdms
mw e spadmema
dentmmwai o ndnie -
Ruimee

4j tnde thinfjngidl fdn
Eﬁnﬂ[ﬂ; Tsmnm?oymmqua
iﬁmm ah?n.pmvg;mgngﬁ
13 NIUNIYAITNG nds Tuu
MBYNGAIEANT pimmais
nanmaginuy gig mis m
msmsmanpumu?q] g9
oRypl Y uawnmsqmmqw
wimmMi HAe 9gNNBUY

fAsanadgsndyw dffniim:




r@ﬁugaﬁgnimﬁummgmmﬁwgnmmiﬁabn (owgeagRhnan ngm)

ARidtenanmingini fHuns
mAngini Bamiy damsauy
{gsum tnie mumadngmy
w:gamn gedmtuminain
Aunws mﬁﬁﬁﬁtummﬁﬁhan&
mmegue: EugamAY mie
nnmmamnmnmmmm-a
tnmmmnmg}uqammm- i
finin mis nssndnnnive
gig ;s Humui: g 84
mmqp[pm[,mnmamnm
gyme s uoAfAi
angjafigies nds abq}nqpumg
wima{pand fynmigniiive
Avanudiuues mesinpingh
weigaigse: 9 mis angg
umiuru ansfugNaimagn
i wu_ﬁmnmaam me
mmanng\mmmtun?n is
nanmiigaiune MAs wum
Ml HIMBBAG A JUANT AT 8-
mastn i nm&;ssmama
'mmummmnmm;umusmn
umm@mmmmm 9
l'qtl Btlh%ﬁ[}'i‘"l mamnm
"ukigﬁsnmﬁ‘imnm?@mm

qsasmmm Bahpmm
smgng_maq]uhm saechsding e

wim {HUMBYRGNIYNANT
pimmai jsnanmaigqane
ot aalp YeAghmU®
AAnm2 gmsamnmusmmu;:
s ANMingm ﬁ!guamn
@um:saﬁuummwmmmm
fig ey smmq,mmhpu
pimmidRsnAIGIIEANG sl
@l AgAm WRIE figisafiima
an?utm mum’iﬁmsanmsm:
wuﬁnqmgtmmmps anfift
qps §agpimapynune mi
VERY mnmulsmanm fAnmi
w-aa?&mummm e m:mnn
su&tmamtaumqmsmmﬂm
AnegY MIENG L RAnmae:
medagaimind wimfsga
mguutnm;m.w fiymsinde
muimesihunimafwmaisn
amas snAIAE: ARdsia
oow HemusmenijumenNy
ssumim dmbiiaimueiye
1efn namyIMajigIn @8
gaaniugiefn

dnsufgipne mag
munsia Bagmui: &nngpm
mmé frnuimy mmuum
§nnynw i AA[m mafe
nmmmmm:ﬁﬁ mmpqpmru
famasfuns suimfgsmns
s:mnglrrmﬂgq;imsmmmm
fury agnm negiagnaedn
ﬂqnmm!nu!mennmw!m
mms@uumq&quigmmaium
uag: nsnmqsnmanannna

; mﬂuﬁgammmmnmnnmnn

x;nmuhummjhnﬁﬁmmmn
wjatdsmema Bajgannnn
fsnil 1o pgefighun mam
gmmmmmmmamzmmah
y@ead RAnm AAAARIMImE
ganmnnumpmnm:gmwaﬁ
sgﬂnmagmp@ummma
sslanAnAig g SEuAQN
ananafnesjuddsaisoagefig
uasBagineianed seimBan g
st geanesdgaita Sanw
Aunniasdaameigaigaisu
1Eq'jmnj5nﬁm$§'mm?§.:
{nueuigusgn



Promoting Rule of Law in Cambodia through Legal Education
Published on June 22, 2017, Rasmey Kampuchea Daily Newspaper
By Men Pechet
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