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Introduction 
 
On the afternoon of June 19, 2017, I shared a bench inside the compound of the Choeung Ek 
Killing Fields with Ma Darika and Han Muylin, fourth-year students at the Royal University 
of Law and Economics (RULE). Together with thirteen other law students from RULE, they 
had visited the Khmer Rouge Tribunal that morning to attend the Closing Statements in Case 
002/02 against Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan. The trip was organized as part of an outreach 
effort by the Victim Participation Project (VPA) of the Documentation Center of Cambodia 
(DC-Cam) to provide a unique opportunity for these students to observe the rule of law in 
practice at the Tribunal. (Please see Appendix B for a list of the students.) 
 
A Day Prior to the Khmer Rouge Tribunal Visit 
 
On the afternoon of June 18, 2017, the VPA team invited Mr. Neth Pheaktra, Press Officer of 
the Khmer Rouge Tribunal, to present the students with some background about the trial 
proceedings before their visit to the court the following day. In addition, an introduction to 
DC-Cam and its activities was presented by Ms. Sirik Savina, Team Leader of DC-Cam’s 
Outreach and Collaboration Project. Ms. Sirik emphasized how DC-Cam initiatives have 
supported the Tribunal’s legacy of promoting the rule of law in Cambodia. 
 

 
 
Ms. Sirik explained to the students that DC-Cam was initially established in 1995 as a field 
investigating office of Yale University’s Cambodia Genocide Program to document Khmer 
Rouge history. Two years later, DC-Cam became an independent institution and its work has 
continued to the present. Ms. Sirik also informed the students about the extensive 
documentation which has been archived by DC-Cam and how the public can access the 
documents through its online database. She highlighted the activities at DC-Cam that 
contribute to its mission—Memory and Justice. At the end of her presentation, Ms. Sirik 
showed the students how to access the websites for DC-Cam and the Cambodia Tribunal 
Monitor (CTM), both of which contain extensive information related to the Khmer Rouge 
Tribunal, including trial hearing reports, video footage, and other commentary papers. 
 



 
 
Following Ms. Sirik’s presentation, Mr. Neth Pheaktra began his presentation by asking the 
students if they had ever visited the Khmer Rouge Tribunal. Only a few of them had visited 
the Tribunal; however, those who had were delighted for the chance to visit the Tribunal 
again. Mr. Neth then discussed previous efforts by the Cambodian government to prosecute 
the Khmer Rouge crimes through the People’s Revolutionary Tribunal, which was initiated in 
1979. However, for a number of reasons the international community did not accept that 
tribunal. Mr. Neth further informed the students regarding the current Khmer Rouge 
Tribunal—its establishment in 2006, the defendants, the case files, the crimes charged, the 
structure of the court, and the various bodies associated with supporting and monitoring the 
court. 
 
After Mr. Neth finished his presentation, the following questions were posed to him: 
 

1. Can Ms. Im Chaem request compensation from the court after the Co-
Investigating Judges dropped charges against her? 

2. Will the Tribunal close after all the cases have been heard? 
3. Why did the Tribunal hear Duch’s case before the other cases? 
4. What is the exact number of people who died during the Khmer Rouge regime? 

 
To conclude the day’s session, the VPA team screened a short documentary film entitled 
“Tuol Sleng Prison in 1979” which features the condition of the prison shortly after the fall of 
the Khmer Rouge regime, when it was discovered by two Vietnamese officials who had 
accompanied Cambodian and Vietnamese soldiers to the southern part of Phnom Penh. 
 
After the film screening, the students were reminded of the schedule for the following day’s 
activities. 
 
Observing the Closing Statements at the Khmer Rouge Tribunal 
 
June 19, 2017 was the fifth day of the hearing for Closing Statements in Case 002/02. The 
charges in Case 002/02 include allegations related to crimes against humanity, genocide 



against Cham and Vietnamese, forced marriage and rape, internal purges, S-21 Security 
Center, Kraing Ta Chan Security Center, Au Kanseng Security Center, Phnom Kraol Security 
Center, 1st January Dam worksite, Trapeang Thma Dam worksite, Tram Kok cooperatives, 
treatment of Buddhists, and treatment of former Khmer Republic officials. 
 
The morning session on June 19th was a continuation of a presentation begun the preceding 
Friday by the defense lawyers of Nuon Chea. The session heard the defense co-lawyer, Mr. 
Victor Koppe, explain the defense’s position regarding the treatment of Cham and 
Vietnamese, while Mr. Liv Sovanna concluded the presentation by further discussing the 
treatment of Vietnamese as well as Buddhists. Finally, Ms. Doreen Chen presented the 
defense’s position regarding the treatment of former Khmer Republic soldiers and officials. 
 
Visit to Choeung Ek Killing Fields and Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum 
 
After the lunch break, the student participants left the Khmer Rouge Tribunal for the 
Choeung Ek Killing Fields and Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum. Some of the students had 
never been to the Killing Fields. Sorrow was detected on their faces as they observed the 
monument of bones and skulls displayed before them. 
 

 
 
Suddenly, one of the male students took off his shoes, walked towards the memorial, lit an 
incense stick and prayed as a gesture of respect to those who had been killed by the Khmer 
Rouge. The other students walked around the compound of the Killing Fields with their eyes 
fixed upon each step in an effort to avoid stepping on bones of the victims. 
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As I was sitting on a bench at the Choeung Ek Killing Fields, Darika and Muylin joined me. 
They were taking deep breaths as if to compose themselves after having taken the walking 
tour around the compound. I asked them if they were fine. They said yes. Then, I asked them 
about their impressions of the VPA program in which they were participating. Both of them 
expressed similar feelings by responding that it was their first time to join this kind of 
activity. They felt the events were beneficial to them because they had a chance to witness 
the trial proceedings of the hybrid tribunal in Cambodia. They also mentioned that they 
benefited from the chance to talk to court officials and learn more about the structure of the 
Khmer Rouge Tribunal as well as DC-Cam. 
 
When asked about the trial hearing they had observed, Darika said that it was very interesting 
to hear the position of the defense lawyers, who were challenging the allegations that the co-
prosecutors and civil party lawyers had raised against their client. Muylin added that it was 
difficult for the defense lawyers to defend the accused; nevertheless their technique was quite 
fascinating. Nuon Chea’s defense co-lawyer was trying to prove that their client had no 
intention to commit genocide against the Cham or Vietnamese, but that in fact they were 
supposed to be treated the same as other people throughout the country. Thus, Nuon Chea’s 
defense lawyers were trying to convince the judge to drop the genocide charge against their 
client. Both Darika and Muylin agreed that only the judges may render a verdict on the 
evidence presented after considering the claims from each party, and that justice will be 
revealed in the near future. 
 
While I was engaging in conversation with Darika and Muylin, Phan Buntheng joined our 
discussion. Buntheng mentioned that the visit to the Khmer Rouge Tribunal to observe the 
Closing Statements was an important and unique opportunity to witness the rule of law in 
action at an international tribunal. Moreover, he was able to increase his knowledge of Khmer 
Rouge history through the reading materials provided by DC-Cam. 
 



Conclusion 
 

 
 
According to my conversations with student participants, I have observed that the opportunity 
provided to the students to witness the trial proceedings at the Khmer Rouge Tribunal has 
contributed to the building of a stronger foundation for the rule of law in Cambodia because 
the students have had the chance to witness legal proceedings at an international judicial 
tribunal. Ultimately, the student participants agreed that each individual’s willingness to 
make positive change is important for the promotion of rule of law in Cambodia. Starting 
with the individual as a role model, each person can influence others within their community, 
and eventually, their society-at-large. 
 
Team: Sirik Savina, Song Sal, and Men Pechet. 
This event is fully funded by United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 

 
  



Appendix A—Agenda  
 
Sunday, June 18, 2017 
 - Afternoon (2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.): 

o Brief introduction to DC-Cam by Sirik Savina, DC-Cam’s Outreach and 
Collaboration Team Leader 

o Brief update regarding the ECCC proceedings by Neth Pheaktra, ECCC Press 
Officer 

o Film screening—Behind the Walls of S-21 
 
Monday, June 19, 2017 
 - Morning:     Leave for the ECCC and observe the hearing - Afternoon:  Visit Tuol Sleng and Choeung Ek Killing Fields 
 

Appendix B—List of Students 

 
Nº Name Sex Address Others 
1.  Nuon Srey Touch F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE 
2.  Buth Dina M Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE 
3.  Chhay Marinet F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE 
4.  Meas Sreyla F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE 
5.  Va Danit F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE 
6.  Tom Sreyneth F Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE 
7.  Som Leap M Phnom Penh 1st Year, RULE 
8.  Kim Lyheang M Phnom Penh 2nd Year, RULE 
9.  Khli Dalin F Phnom Penh 2nd Year, RULE 
10.  Nou Kimchhiv M Phnom Penh 3rd Year, RULE 
11.  Tor Revit M Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE 
12.  Ma Darika F Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE 
13.  Phan Buntheng M Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE 
14.  Hann Muylin F Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE 
15.  Tim Khouchsopheaktra F Phnom Penh 4th Year, RULE 

 
  



Appendix C—Media Coverage 
 

Law Students to Visit the Khmer Rouge Tribunal 
Published on June 20, 2017, Rasmey Kampuchea Daily Newspaper 

Article by Som Bunthorn and Teav Sarakmonin 
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