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Duch's Testimony against the Khmer Rouge Leaders 
DC-Cam Outreach Report from the Villages -- March 20, 2012 
By Eng Kok-Thay, So Farina, Sirik Savina, Ly Sok-Kheang, Vanthan P. Dara 
DOCUMENTATION CENTER OF CAMBODIA 
 
 
The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) is now moving 
forward with a critical development. Case 001 against Kaing Guek Eav, alias Duch, 
concluded when the defendant was sentenced to life in prison by the Supreme Court 
Chamber on February 3, 2012. In tandem, the ECCC has opened many trial hearings 
in Case 002 against the three most senior surviving Khmer Rouge (KR) leaders since 
late 2011. However, the ECCC has encountered challenges because the three 
accused-Nuon Chea, Ieng Sary, and Khieu Samphan-have not been cooperative with 
the Court. The trial for this week focuses on the Democratic Kampuchea (DK) 
structure and administrative system. After his conviction by the Supreme Court, Duch 
was again called on by the Court to attend a cross examination in the court room 
attended by about 500 people. His testimony may shed light on topics to be 
examined in this hearing. 
 
The Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam)'s Living Documents project took 
this opportunity to reach out to the population on the outskirts and provinces 
surrounding the Capital City to update information on the recent development of 
ECCC.  Seeing this event as important and historic, the project took on a new 
approach and brought live broadcastings of the proceedings to the local population.  
 
On March 20, 2012, DC-Cam, in collaboration with local communities, organized live 
screenings of Duch's testimonies against the accused in Case 002 at five different 
locations around Phnom Penh, including the following:  

1. Cham Muslim Mosque at Boeng Kak Lake, Phnom Penh 
2. Community Hall at Kilometer 8, Russey Keo District, Phnom Penh 
3. Chhvaing Commune, Ponhea Leu District, Kandal Province 
4. Preah Nipean Commune, Korng Pisey District, Kampong Speu Province 
5. The Royal University of Agriculture  
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What was Duch’s Sentence?  
 
Only two students knew that Duch was sentenced to life imprisonment while about 
ten students said that he was sentenced to thirty-five years in prison. The students 
probably did not know about the appeal judgment which was handed down after the 
first verdict.  
 
Are You Satisfied with the Sentence?  
 
Upon being told that Duch is now sentenced to life imprisonment, the students 
pondered the question of balance of crimes and judgment. Duch’s crimes were 
crimes against humanity and grave violations of the Geneva Convention. Ninety 
percent of the students said they are satisfied with the verdict because a life sentence 
is the maximum anyone can get for serious crimes in Cambodia. A Muslim student 
named Tory who is from Stung District, Duch’s home district, agrees that it is enough. 
His sentence will serve to deter future generations from committing crimes. 
 
However two female students believe that a life sentence is a bit too harsh for Duch. 
They cited the following reasons: 1) Duch is now too old to serve such a long prison 
term; 2) Duch was under orders from his superiors.  
 
Should Duch be Placed in Prey Sar like other Inmates or in a Special Prison? 
 
Ninety percent of the students want Duch to be put in Prey Sar prison with other 
criminals in the prison. They cited the following reasons: Prey Sar is nowhere near the 
condition of S-21; It is not right to separate him from the rest of the prisoners 
because Duch’s crimes are more serious than many inmates in Prey Sar; Duch should 
learn what it is like to be in a difficult prison, although not as difficult as S-21 as there 
is not a constant threat of execution at Prey Sar. 
 
Two female students, or ten percent, said that they want Duch segregated from the 
other prisoners. Rosiah, one of the two, said that she pities Duch after looking at him 
at the court. She said that even when Duch is punished at Prey Sar, his victims will 
not come back. So she wants a separate prison for him. Another student named Sitro 
said that she wants Duch to live a long time while serving his prison term so that he 
could act as a witness and reveal more mysteries about the KR history. Therefore she 
wants a more comfortable prison for him. 
 
What Kind of Person is Duch?  
 
The students were asked to judge Duch’s behavior based only on what they see 
through television and hear when Duch speaks. Eighty percent said that Duch was 
evasive and that he only talked about impersonal history which does not really relate 
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their old cooperative. She lost her husband in 1976 due to disease. However, she was 
able to keep her seven children alive. 
 
The majority of the attendees; however, believed that Duch’s testimony this time was 
important for the Court to move forward and get the accused to react. They want to 
see justice rendered to the victims soon.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The live screening and forum was significant for the community like Tuol Village as 
the villagers have had little chance to observe the hearing at the ECCC and rarely 
shared their experience in a group like this. The participants’ big question, “Why 
Duch came to testify at the Court again after he was convicted?” was answered 
during the forum. Duch’s testimony this time as agreed by most of the attendees will 
provide essential information for the Court and speed it up to deliver justice for the 
victims. In addition to providing knowledge on the ECCC, this event also increased 
their understanding on the KR era and encouraged women to share their story and 
engage in the discussion. Rozart acknowledged that this screening and forum is 
good and useful for him and his community. He welcomed our return for future 
events. “Thanks for doing the live screening in the community. We will try to join you 
to work in changing our society.” 
 
There wasn’t any big challenge noticed during the live screening, except the cross 
examination was sometimes hard to follow when the question asked or response 
provided did not match. Additionally, the distracting sound of the generator, the 
dust, and the hot weather outside made the participants easily tired. However, the 
participants were told to capture the overall meaning of the witness’s response and 
stayed until the hearing concluded for the morning. Since they were interested in it, 
they followed accordingly.  
 
 
Impressions of the Chhvaing Community toward Duch's Testimony 
Chhvaing Commune, Ponhea Leu District, Kandal Province 
 
Background of Chhvaing Commune 
 
Chhvaing Commune is located about thirty kilometers from Phnom Penh, which is at 
a close distance but has limited access to such information as progress of the Khmer 
Rouge Tribunal.  The commune is composed of a population of approximately eight 
thousand people spread out across sixteen villages. The commune is extended to a 
range of hills where an infamously known site of one of the KR killing fields is 
located, namely Phnom Basit mass grave and killing field.  Today we observe that the 
location has been turned into a pagoda and a Stupa was built in 1985 to place and 
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experienced firsthand life during the regime, reacted to the Duch’s testimony and 
extended their talk to describe their experience during the KR regime.   
 
Chhvaing Population Reacts to Duch's Testimony 
 
Ham Kong, female, seventy-three, said, "During the KR regime, I was sent to live in 
Taing Kmaoch Village, Kampong Speu province, where one of my children died. I 
lived there from 1974 until 1975 when I returned to my home village. After that, the 
KR sent me and my family to Koh Longvek, not far from Sala Lek Pram, where I 
endured the lack of food. We were absolutely alone on the island where we needed 
to look for additional food to fill our stomachs. I think Duch is an important witness 
because he knows the whole story about the KR regime. I myself know only the story 
of my part. I did not realize that Duch used to live in this area, in Kampong Speu 
Province. When he comes to testify, we are also informed of what happened during 
the time. We have never seen or heard of the word Angkar. We only heard about 
them in the recent time. I'm satisfied with the court proceedings since the accused 
person has been put on trial. Duch looks different now. He looked older than when 
he was in trial." 
 
Thach Soty, female, fifty-five, said, "My father was a banker before the KR came to 
power. The fourteen of us who were evacuated from the city to the countryside died 
one after another. I am the only one who survived the regime, my entire family was 
executed.  Because I wanted to take revenge, I became a soldier after 1979. To me, I 
think Duch testifies to make it look good on him. The other three have not spoken, 
so we don't know if what he testifies was true or not. I think Duch is a very important 
witness because he is the one who knows more than anyone else. His testimony 
helped the proceeding to move faster. My only concern for this trial is that the 
accused are too old to stand the trial. I am concerned that the senior leaders are 
getting sick and unable to stay to the end of the trial. Nevertheless I am optimistic 
about the ECCC. I am hopeful that this trial will bring justice to me, my family, and 
Cambodian people as a whole. I hope I will have the chance to directly observe the 
trial in the courtroom." 
 
Chan Sam, male, sixty-nine, lives in Taing Sdock Village said, "I first heard about Duch 
in 1998 when he was arrested and sent to the military prison. Since then I have 
occasionally followed news about Duch. I think it is correct to bring the KR senior 
leaders to trial.  During the KR regime, I was evacuated from this village to Kampong 
Chhnang. I am the only one who left who survived the regime."  
 
Pauch Tith, male, fifty-four, from Svay Village said, "I have followed news about the 
KR tribunal on radio and TV.  The positive thing I have observed is that, Duch has 
now selected to become a witness for the trial in Case 002. I am a survivor who has 
tremendously suffered from the KR treatment. This testimony and the trial 
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the whole day. 
 
Live Screening of Duch's Testimony at the Trial Chamber on 20 March, 2012 
 
The live screening of Duch's testimony was provided to students at the starting time 
of the ECCC at 9:00 a.m. in the conference hall of the Royal University of Agriculture. 
The live screening ran until the first break of the trial in the morning at 10:30 a.m.. 
The students paid a great attention to this live screening. It was fair to say that 
almost all of them have never seen such a live screening of the trial before, though 
they have learned about the ECCC through occasional TV and radio programs. They 
confessed that their study schedule is busy and that they find it hard to follow news 
on the ECCC's proceedings. Generally, the students felt very happy to see this live 
screening of ECCC's trial hearing. Most of them confessed that this was the first time 
that they had a chance to watch the hearing broadcast live from the ECCC's 
courtroom. 
 
The live screening of Duch's testimony was not available after the break because the 
Cambodian Television Network (CTN) was unable to broadcast the hearing live on TV 
so the students took a break until 2:00 p.m. when CTN broadcasted the hearing 
again. As a consequence, the students missed two parts of the hearing which were 
from 10:45 to 12:00 and again from 13:30 to 2:00 p.m. 
 
Student's Reaction to the Live Screening and ECCC's Proceedings 
 
Mr. Man Sophea, twenty-three, studying in the field of Rural Development 
 
So far I have not followed up on this trial very much. And, only this time have I had a 
chance to watch this trial. I feel very happy and very impressed to watch this trial 
directly. I understand that the process of this tribunal seems very complicated in 
trying the KR leaders, but as long as many evidences are proved then the accused 
will be convicted successfully. 
 
The live screening this morning helps us learn about the root of KR's CPK. I do not 
understand much about the process of the court but I think the process goes quite 
well and wish the court will achieve justice as soon as possible. 
Mr. Voeun Vinichai, studying in the field of Land Management 
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