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GENOCIDE EDUCATION PROJECT 
The Teaching of A History of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979) 

 
NATIONAL TEACHER TRAINING FOR LOWER  

AND UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 

Training Program 
 

June 29 - July 7, 2009 
Senate Library, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

 
DAY 1: June 29 

 08:00-09:35 Training Introduction  
 Go over the objectives of the day 

Explain the importance of genocide education and the 
purpose of training 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Dr. George Chigas 
Mr. Chris Dearing  
Mr. Khamboly Dy  
Interpreters: Dr. Kosal Path, Ms. Savina Sirik, Mr. 
Nhean Socheat 

 
*Article discussion:   “Understanding Matters: Holocaust 
Curricula and the Social Studies Classroom,” by Karen 
Riley and Samuel Totten and “Teaching History through 
Analytical and Reflective Thinking Skills,” by R. L. 
Mumford  
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreters: Dr. Kosal Path, Ms. Savina Sirik, Mr. 
Nhean Socheat 

 
 *An Introduction to Socratic Questioning:   

Critical Thinking in Social Studies Classroom:  
A discussion on the role of critical thinking in social 
studies education and genocide studies 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreters: Dr. Kosal Path, Ms. Savina Sirik, Mr. 
Nhean Socheat 

 
 09:45-10:45  Guest Speaker – Historian presents life before DK. 

Prof. Ros Chantrabot (From Monarchy to Khmer 
Republic) 
Interpreter: Mr. Sok-Kheang Ly 
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 10:45-11:00  Break 
 
 11:00-12:00  Presentation of chapters 1 and 2 of the history book.  

Questions and answers from trainees on the content of the 
history book 
Prof. David Chandler 
Mr. Khamboly Dy 
Interpreter: Dr. Kosal Path 
 

 12:00-01:30  Lunch Break 
 
 01:30-02:45  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 1 of the  

Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and cooperative 
group work  
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Mr. Kok-Thay Eng 

 
 02:45-03:00  Break 

 
 03:00-04:30  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 2 of the  

Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and cooperative 
group work  
Dr. Phala Chea  
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Mr. Kok-Thay Eng 
 

 04:30-05:00  Q & A 
Facilitators: Dr. Phala Chea and Mr. Chris Dearing 

    
DAY 2: June 30 

 08:00-09:00 Go over the objectives of the day 
 

Article discussion: Learning Style 
 Dr. Phala Chea and Mr. Chris Dearing  
 Interpreter: Mr. Nhean Socheat 
 
 Film screening of Behind the Walls of S-21 and discussions 
 Mr. Youk Chhang, Mr. Dany Long 
 

 09:00-09:15  Break 
 
 09:15-10:50  Presentation of chapters 3 and 4 of the history book 

Questions and answers from trainees on the content of the 
history book 
Prof. David Chandler  
Mr. Khamboly Dy 
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Interpreter: Dr. Kosal Path 
 

 10:50-11:00  Break 
 
 11:00-12:00  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 3 of the  

   Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and   
   cooperative group work 

Teacher-Trainers practice  lessons with  faculty coaches. 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Ms. Savina Sirik, Mr. Nhean Socheat 
 

 12:00-01:30  Lunch Break 
 

 01:30-03:30  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 4 of the  
Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and cooperative 
group work 
Teacher-Trainers practice lessons with faculty coaches.  
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Mr. Kok-Thay Eng 
 

 03:30-03:45  Break 
 
 03:45-05:00  Guest Speaker – Teacher presents life during DK. 

Prof. Sambo Manara (Experiences in Teaching History 
and Development) 
Dr. Kosal Path 

 
DAY 3: July 1. 
 

 08:00-09:00 Go over the objectives of the day 
 

Articles discussion: “Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive 
Development,” by Huitt and Hummel  

 Dr. Phala Chea 
 Mr. Chris Dearing 

Interpreter: Mr. Kok-Thay Eng 
 

 
Film screening of Tuol Sleng, Baset and Prey Veng prisons in 
1979 and KR Liberated Zone, Kampong Cham, 1973 
 
Post Film Discussion: 
Mr. Dany Long 
Nong Chanphal (S-21 Child Survivor) 
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 09:00-09:15  Break 
 
 09:15-10:50  Presentation of chapters 5 and 6 of the history book.  

Questions and answers from trainees on the content of the 
history book 
Prof. David Chandler 
Mr. Khamboly Dy 
Interpreter: Dr. Kosal Path 
 

 10:50-11:00  Break 
 
 11:00-12:00  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 5 of the  

   Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Guidebook and  
cooperative group work 
Teacher-Trainers practice  lessons with faculty coaches. 
Dr. Phala Chea  
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Ms. Savina Sirik, Mr. Nhean Socheat 
 

 12:00-01:30  Lunch Break 
 
 01:30-03:30  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 6 of the  

Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and cooperative 
group work 
Teacher-Trainers practice lessons with faculty coaches. 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Mr. Sok-Kheang Ly 

 
 03:30-03:45  Break 

 
 03:45-05:00  Guest Speaker – Life After DK 

Prof. Alex Hinton, Rutgers University (Truth, 
Representation and the Politics of Memory after the 
Genocide) 

    Interpreter: Kok-Thay Eng 
     
VPA/PA interviewees  
Mr. Chy Terith 
Mr. Vanthan P. Dara 
Mr. Dany Long 
Him Huy (Former S-21 Cadre) 
 

     
 

DAY 4: July 2 
 08:00-09:00 Go over objectives of the day 
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 Dr. Phala Chea 
 Mr. Chris Dearing 
 Interpreter: Mr. Khamboly Dy 
 

Film screening of Cambodian Children and Phnom Penh in 
1979  
 
Post Film Discussion: 
Mr. Youk Chhang 
Mr. Long Dany 
Ms. Cheam Chan-Sovannry and Mr. Yin Vutha (Songs 
about DK period)  
 

 09:00-09:15  Break 
 
 09:15-10:50  Presentation of chapters 7 and 8 of the history book  

Questions and answers from trainees on the content of the 
history book 
Prof. David Chandler 
Mr. Khamboly Dy 
Interpreter: Dr. Kosal Path 
 

 10:50-11:00  Break 
 
 11:00-12:00  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 7 of the  

   Teacher’s Guidebook and cooperative group work  
Teacher-Trainers practice teaching lessons; work on  

 developing new lesson plans 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Mr. Khamboly Dy 
 

 12:00-01:30  Lunch Break  
 

 
 01:30-03:30  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 8 of the  

Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and cooperative 
group work 
Teacher-Trainers practice lessons; work on developing 
new lesson plans 

    Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 

    Interpreter: Mr. Khamboly Dy 
 
 03:30-03:45  Break 

 



 6

 03:45-05:00  Guest Speaker – Attorney presents international law and 
   tribunal process 

ECCC/Khmer Rouge Tribunal 
Dr. John D. Cirociari (The Khmer Rouge Accountability 
Process) 
Interpreter: Ms. Sayana Ser, Mr. Dara P. Vanthan 

 
DAY 5: July 3 
 

 08:00-08:20 Go over the objectives of the day 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
 

 08:20-9:30  Field Trip – Toul Sleng     
 09:30-11:00  Field Trip – Choeung Ek 
 11:00-12:00  Field Trip –  Exhibition at Utnaloam Pagoda   

Ms. Sayana Ser, Ms. Sirik Savina 
 
 12:00-01:30  Lunch Break 

 
 01:30-02:00  Follow-up discussions of field trips – What knowledge or  

    impression did you gain from the field trips?  How can  
    field trips be used to best support instruction and  
    learning?  

Mr. Sok-Kheang Ly, Ms. Sayana Ser  
and Ms. Sirik Savina 

 
 02:00-02:15  Break 

 
 02:15-3:05  Guest Speakers – Genocide in the Global Context 

Dr. George Chigas (Responding to Genocide: The Role 
of Institutions) 

    Interpreter: Mr. Sok-Kheang Ly 
 
 03:05-03:20  Break 
 03:20-04:10  Guest Speakers – Genocide in the Global Context 

  Dr. George Chigas (Survival Literature) 
  Interpreter: Dr. Kosal Phat 
 

 04:10-05:00  Guest Speakers – Genocide in the Global Context 
Prof. Frank Chalk (Genocide in a Global Context) 
Interpreter: Mr. Khamboly Dy  
  

 
JULY 4 AND 5 FREE TIME  
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DAY 6 July 6 
 08:00-09:00 Guest Speaker -- Life After DK 

 Prof. Laura Summers (Exploring the History of Pailin) 
 Interpreter: Terith Chy 
 Go over the objectives of the day 
 Review the works of previous days 
 Dr. Phala Chea 
 Mr. Chris Dearing  
 Interpreter: Mr. Kok-Thay Eng 
 
 09:00-09:15  Break 

 
 09:15-10:50  Presentation of chapters 9 and 10 of the history book  

Questions and answers from trainees on the content of the 
history book 
Prof. David Chandler  
Mr. Khamboly Dy 
Interpreter: Dr. Kosal Path 
 

 10:50-11:00  Break 
 
 11:00-12:00  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 9 of the  

   Teacher’s Guidebook and cooperative group work  
Teacher-Trainers practice lesson plans; work on  

 developing new lesson plans 
Dr. Phala Chea  
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Mr. Kok-Thay Eng 

 
 12:00-01:30  Lunch Break 

 
 01:30-03:30  Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 10 of the  

Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and cooperative 
group work 
Teacher-Trainers practice lesson plans; work on 
developing new lesson plans 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Ms. Farina So 
 

 03:30-03:45  Break 
 
 03:45-05:00  Guest Speakers– Staff of DC-CAM presents work and 

   resources 
Mr. Youk Chhang (Permanent center and ECCC) 
Ms. Farina So (Cham Oral History Project) 
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Ms. Morn Sokly, Ms. Pok Sovanna, and Mr. Yin Vutha 
(Performing a Spot of the Breaking the Silence Drama) 
 

DAY 7 July 7 
 08:00-09:00 Go over the objectives of the day 

 Review the works of previous days 
Dr. Phala Chea,  
Dr. George Chigas 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Mr. Khamboly Dy 
Interpreter: Ms. Farina So 

  
 09:00-09:15  Break 

 
 09:15-10:50  Presentation of chapters 11 and Conclusion of the history 

book   
Questions and answers from trainees on the content of the 
history book  
Prof. David Chandler 
Mr. Khamboly Dy 
Interpreter: Dr. Kosal Path 
 

 10:50-11:00  Break 
 
 11:00-12:00 Instruction on teaching methods of chapter 11 of the 

Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and cooperative 
group work 
Teacher-Trainers practice lesson plans; Evaluate peers’ 
new lesson plans 
Dr. Phala Chea  
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Ms. Farina So 
 

 12:00-01:30  Lunch Break 
 
 01:30-03:30  Instruction on teaching methods of Conclusion chapter of  

the Teacher’s Guidebook, Student Workbook and  
cooperative group work 
Teacher-Trainers practice lesson plans; Evaluate peers’ 
new lesson plans 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Mr. Chris Dearing 
Interpreter: Ms. Sayana Ser 
 

 03:30-03:45  Break 
 
 03:45-04:30  Guest Speakers – Nonprofit organizations present 
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services available to the community 
U.S. Peace Corps (Mr. James Hong) 
Pour un Sourire d’Enfant (Mr. Pin Sarapich) 
Interpreter: Ms. Sayana Ser 
 

 04:30-05:00  Q & A and evaluation of the Training Program 
Go over next steps 
Facilitators: Mr. Khamboly Dy, Mr. Chris Dearing, and 
Dr. Phala Chea 
 
End. 


