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Teaching History: At a first time before the forum started, Mr. Prum Srien, a commune chief 
and a former Khmer Rouge soldier, talked to his villagers and students that “we all have to 
pay attention to the study of Khmer Rouge history because it is very important for our 
historical events. We have to know our own history.” Mr. Prum Srien described that he have 
never told his children about his background because he believed that his children will 
ignore what he said. However, he will try to talk to them and talk to his people about the 
Khmer Rouge. In a question asking that “What do you think if any people say and call [Khmer 
Rouge] to people in this location or in Malai?” Mr. Srien said that “no problem with calling this 
word right now. My people will don’t mind because the Khmer Rouge regime was over, and 
they are now not Khmer Rouge anymore.” Kim Sean, a head of monk at Reaksmei O Sampor 
pagoda, said he was very happy to hear that the team brings knowledge about Khmer Rouge 
to teach people in the location. He continued that people in here will understand more 
pictures about the Khmer Rouge regime. “They know only their life as a soldier of the Khmer 
Rouge fought against the soldiers of the State of Cambodia, but they did not know how Khmer 
Rouge led the country into the genocide.” Chey Touch, 52 years old, a villager in O Sampor 
village, said that he gained a lot of knowledge about the Khmer Rouge. He was a former 
Khmer Rouge soldier between 1979 and 1990s. He told us that he has just understood the 
whole picture of the Khmer Rouge and what is more clearer is the creation of communist 
movement, the Khmer People’s revolutionary Party and the Workers’ Party of Kampuchea.  
 
Challenges 
 
Attendance: Before the trip to Malai, team member of the project made a contact with 
commune chief and provincial teacher. We asked for students from grade 9-12 from high 
school nearby. But when we arrived and met the commune chief, he said that he could not 
communicate with principle of the high school to request students from the school. The 
provincial teacher, who received the teacher training workshop, told that he had provided 
the information about the forum to the school principle and also asked for students to 
attend the forum. But while we were at the place, we cannot communicate with him. After 
the meeting with the commune chief at the commune hall, in order to solve the problem, he 
promptly contacted with principle of the Primary school asking for students to attend the 
tomorrow meeting. In the future, it is important that the team have to reconfirm the number 
of participants with the commune and implement measures to prevent this large discrepancy 
in number from happening in the future. 
 
Document arrangement: Normally, all documents include DK history books, Searching for 
the Truth Magazines and booklets have already been prepared few days before the trip. This 
trip, there was a small error occurred among preparation. The mistake was that staff who is 
responsible for preparing document for us did not know which boxes are DK history book 
and teacher guidebook. Some boxes of teacher guidebooks were appeared while wewere 
distributing the documents to the participants. This kind of document was not allowed to 
distribute to participants because it was reserved for teachers who teach history only. 
However, the team members collected them back. This was a lesson for the team members 
for next trip. 
 
Surveys: Some post and pre-forum surveys were distributed at the same time to participants 
after distributing DK history books. Knowing this, team member told the participants to fill in 
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only pre-forum survey and kept the post-forum survey in hand for the next session. Because 
of students attending the forum were younger, they spent much times to fill in the surveys. 
In the same case, older villagers who could not read and write depended completely on the 
team members to assist in completing the forums. Team members could help some of them, 
but not all. Each evaluation took about half an hour, which meant both evaluations 
consumed one-third of the three-hour forum. Many of the students and villagers did not 
complete the post-forum survey before leaving the forum. Next time, the team of the project 
would divide participants into groups of villagers who can read and write, and groups of 
whom cannot read and write. 
 
Teaching preparation and action: Because of the location is former Khmer Rouge 
stronghold, the model teaching should be cleared and stronger. The presenter should be 
clear withthe objective of the lesson, lesson plan, using the right way of methodology and 
concentration to the participants. Actually, lesson plan and objective of the lesson were well-
prepared from the office. Additionally, a meeting was conducted before the trip to discuss 
this issue. But the problem was that presenter seemed to forget to use this during the 
teaching. At the end of modeling, in order to attract all participants, one of the team 
members did a perfect summarizing the whole chapter. For the next trip, especially trip to 
the location of the Khmer Rouge stronghold like Pailin or Anlong Veng, presenter should 
have well-prepare and be clear with everything. 
 
The Team also conducted the interview among the villagers after the forum. 
 
Team members: 
 
Vanthan P. Dara 
Pong-Rasy Pheng 
Sokchamroeun Ly 
Dany Long 
 


